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Another Successful S Flrst in a New Series:
Creek Week - Explormg Our Creeks
by Alta Tura, Sacmmento U.C.C. President ~ . by Scott Crosier
This year s Splash Off was at North Laguna Creek . This regular section willhi ghh ght some of ourlocal creeks N
" Park. Keynote speaker Sue Sims, Actmg Chief Deputy ~and how we can enjoy them. -
" Director of Cahforrna Departrnent of Water Résources, -~ Notth Laguna Creek W11d11fe Area
+ welcomed sponsors and the Creek Week Stewards o -~ 6400 Jacinto Ave,.S_acrarnentg, CA G
The students of Barbara Comstock Morse Elementary - NADS83:-121°25.85",38%26. 49’
‘were chosen as this year’s Creek Week Stewards. R - UTM 11: 636938,4255978
They were recogmzed for their study and stewardshlp Immediately adJ acent the park sharing its same name,
~of Laguna Cieek, and the school waspresented witha . - . the North Laguna Creek Wildlife Area ptovidesa _ . -
___check for, $1 000 to. help contmue that Work SR variety of trall optlons to explore this portlon of Laguna -
‘* - e L " Creek; nestled among housmg develor)ments in South-
Sacramento. Please remaln on the trall When Wallqng in-
. the Wllclhfe areq. : :

To the trailhead: from Hwy 99, exit Cosumnes vaer .
* Blvd. and head west, towards Cosumuis ijer College.
Turn lefton Bruceville Road Travel south onBrucevrlle N
forabout .75 miles. Turn nght on Jacinto Ave. The park _
is located on the comner of Center parkway and J acmto
Ave Park on the street. -~ 7 :

More than 1,800 volunteers helped ¢lean a creek this
year: Moderate water flows this spring again made the
_creeks more accessible, but with less debris washed up
on the banks. -About 20 tons of garbage were -

- removed from creeks in Sacramento, Citrus Heights,
“F olsom, Ranchg Cordova and unmeorporated _
Saerarnento County. Volunteers also removed i invasive -
red sesbania plants from2,5 00 feet: along both sides of
Steelhead Creek and Robla Creek néar Dry Creek.

(conrznued on page 5) - s : " (conﬁni&ed on paged).
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W New Name, Same Goals
by Alta Tura, SACC President
2008 Officers
President We are excited to announce the formation of our new nonprofit corporation —
AltaTura the Sacramento Area Creeks Council. After many years as a chapter of the
Urban Creeks Council, we are becoming a stand-alone organization. Both
Councils have evolved over the years, The state organization has narrowed its
focus to the Bay Area and shed its chapters. We are the last to leave. We
appreciate the guidance and support we have received from the Urban Creeks

Council, and recognize that it is past time to officially recognize that we are

Yice President - Education
Beth Etgen

Secretary
Peter Tucker

El l;le:l;:::iz independent. At the same time, we retain the goals and purposes that we
. : inherited from the state group.
. Directors . Sacramento Area Creeks Council will carry on much of the same work begun
Betty Cooper, Scott Crosier, by the Sacramento Urban Creeks Council. The Sacramento Urban Creeks

Bernie Galvin, Dave Hodapp,
Virginia Humphreys, Steve Mayer,
Bonnie Ross, Bruce Swinehart,
Bill Templin, Frank Wallace
Adyvisors-

Council will continue to exist indefinitely as a fiscal agent for the Upper
Laguna Creek Collaborative grant and the Sacramento Area Creeks Arundo

Eradication and Control Project grant.
Over the next year you might notice changes in the Creek Watch masthead,

Rick Bettis, P.E., Janis Heple, our letterhead and other group labels as changes are phased in, The most likely
Dave Tamayo, William Yeates, Bsq. impact of the change may be a little confusion. We will also be occupied with
all the legal and procedural work involved in setting up a nonprofit. Be assured
Creek Waich Editor - Betty Cooper that we will continue Creek Week and all of our other programs. Also be

The purpose of the Urban Creeks Council | assured that we will strive to improve the organization to better serve our
of California is to encourage the many volunteers and supporters,
preservation, protection, restoration, and
maintenance of natural streams in urban ' DOI’Othy Harv ey Remembered
environments. The goals are to educate | g \were saddened by the recent death of
the general public on the aesthetic, :

. . Dorothy Harvey, a long-time Sacramento
recreational, and ecological values of . .

‘ Urban Creeks Council member. Over the
natural streams. 1 - Doroth d as our T )

As a chapter of the statewide | JS&rS: orothy serve L as our Treasurer,
Secretary, representative to Environmental

organization, Sacramento UCC assumess i ‘
the same purpose and goals. The chapter | Council of Sacramento and representative to

holds regular mectings, develops Habitat 2020. Organization co—founder]o _
educational materials, participates in | Smith remembers Dorothy as an “exceptionally
neighborhood fairs and public events. It | generous volunteer of her time and a loyal
works with schoels, neighborhoods, and | supporter of Sacramento UCC.”
youth groups to encourage creek clean The Sacramento Urban Creeks Council
ups and streambank restoration. It | g forming at about the same time that
cooperates with city and county efforts | pyorathy retired as a reference librarian.
to reduce pollution from stormiwater (When environmental documents began being :
runoff. . It cooperates with other produced as a result of the California Environmental Quality Act and before
organizations to monitor developments . _ S .
along stream corridors, Membership is the internet, she 1111t1?1ted the syzstem‘that made those documents available to
open to anyone who wishes to sharc in | theSacramento public at local libraries.) o .
these activities. ' Dorothy loved more than books. She was an avid bird watcher, Lewis and
Chapter meetings are generally held Clarl Trail traveler, world traveler and photographer. Dorothy didn’t just enjoy
the fourth Monday of each month at the | nature. She advocated for it. She contributed to the local avian data bank by
Arcade Creek Recreation and Park | identifying and tracking nesting bird territories. She wrote letters to local, state

District office. and national policy makers about conservation issues. She would also bring up
Please call (916) 482-8377 for specific | her concerns at our board meetings and with other local conservation groups.
meeting dates and times. Herknowledge and experiences made for well-informed, often passionate,

opinions that were shared in the hope of making a difference.
We will miss Dorothy.
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Creek Week Volunteer Steps Up
by Alta Tura

Wyatt noticed something disgusting when he was
cleaning Willow Creek with his Webelo pack in
Folsom. Hundreds of cigarette butts littered the creek
trail behind two large businesses. It didn’t take much
sleuthing to figure out that employees taking their
cigarette breaks outside were flipping the butts onto the
trail. Ifhe picked all of them up, he was discouraged by
the thought that they would be replaced inno time by
these inconsiderate smokers.
Wyatt and his mom returned to the creek in June
and, sure enough, there were even more cigarette butts
littering the trail! He stewed about this and had a few
conversations with his mom. He could write a letter
informing the businesses of the problem and requesting
- achange in behavior. But because Wiyatt is “just a kid”
 hefeltthat a letter from him would be ignored. He
~ finally decided to give ita try and wrote the letters

- Would there be a response to the letters? The requests

“seemed reasonable. “Please stop throwmg the

- cigarette butts over the railing, and clean up themess :
© youl made. I suggest after you put the cigarettes in the ,
~ashtray, you put them in the gatbage the next day.”

Wyatt has been rewarded with one response so far. -
The Ietter-from MAXIMUS thanks him for bringing the

o problem to their attention and for providing guidance
~on an important issue. This business goes on to promise. . -

cleaning up the mess and stopping the litter. Thank you,
. MAXIMUS, for demonstrating that you value the'
© environment and the wildlife at Willow. Creek
- Thank you to Wyatt and to all the other Creek Weck

~ volmteers who helped with the clean up and beyond It

takes all of us finding* ‘ways and working together to
~ help creeks and the envrronment throughout the year

FALL CREEK CLEANUP IN CITRUS

HEIGHTS AND NATOMAS

In parl:nershrp with the American River Parkway
Foundatron a few creeks will be cleaned onthe same

day as the annua) Great American River Cleanup. The

. cleanup will be on the mommg of Saturday, September
- 20 Volunteers will remove garbage and invasive plants.
_ Youmay register to volunteer by going to the ARPF
website. http://www.arpf. org/ For more information,

call Alta at 454 4544

Arcade Creek
by Bill Temiplin

. Creék.sampling =W‘Ie

A/ Rivers and creeks,

Urban area- -

Arcade Creek has one of the largest drainagebasinsi of
all the local strears, and spanning from 30 t6-40 square

" miles (dependrng onthe reference source you rely on);
- With elevations ranging from 20 to 270 feet abovesea

level, if is the most extensrvely studied Watershed in .
Sacramento County. It flows from Qrangevale '
northeast of Greenback Lane and Kermeth Avenueto

- the American River via the NatOrnas East Main-

Dralnage Canal. Nearly the entire Arcade Creek

| * watershed (98 percent) lies within urbanized parts of -~
- Sacramento County From the headwatersof. Arcade ‘

Creek to upstream of one large golf course, Arcade

" Creek is not channelized and contains riparian woodland -

along its banks. Downstream of the golf course Arc_ade_
Creek has both natural segments, with varying amounts
of vegetation, and concrete-lined channel segments, with
few trees along its banks. Typical dry weather flows in
Arcade Creek are less than 1 cubic footper second . -
(cfs), but, during rainfall events, storm runoff into Arcade
Creek can create flows of over 2,200 cfs, ds measured
atthe USGS gage station located at Watt Avenue,
Arcade Creek traverses low and high-density residential
developments, commercial developments, three large -
golf courses and three cemeteries, and is adjacent to

(continued on page 4).
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Exploring OUr-Cre.eks: Upper Laigll.lna'Creek (continuedﬁompageone) |

The Big Loop (3.7 miles): Beginning at the bridge on
the southwest corner of North Laguna Creek Park, you
can follow a series of sidewalks, trails, and pathways fo
- explore this stretch of Laguna Creck.
Section 1 (0.3 Miles): This portion of the trailis
" literally, a walk in the park. The trail skirts along the
south side of the park, yet still prov1des a view of the
riparian habitat, :
Section 2 (1.0 miles): Leaving the southeastem corner
of the park, you can travel along the sidewalk running
adjacent to Center Patkway. Occasional openings in
the thick vegetation allow views of the creek and the
sidewalk is bordered by alovely greenbelt.

. Justbefore you approaoh the orange oondon'umums on

the comer of Center and Brucevﬂle you will find a'small
 parking lot and bike path that travels along the south
side of the condos. This path is nicely landscaped and is
the home to several humming birds. Before you reach -
~ Bruceville Road youwill find a gravel road that heads
down and to your right that is blocked by alow-laying -
chain across the road. Steppmg over this chain, youwill
follow the road over & large cement area that crosses .
the creek bed and rises again on the othér side. Once to

. the other side, follow the road {o the right; this will take

you to one more small stream ¢rossing, back to the'

trails designed for the wildlife area. (Some portwns of T

this section are maccess;ble durmg tlmes of htgh
 waterflow, '

- Section 3 (0.5 mﬂes) Retummg to the trad1t10nal tra11
you will skirt along the south side of Laguna Creek.

" This mightbe the best stretch to view some of the pools .

- along the Creek as well as the birds that live there. As

o you approach the bndge you have the opt1on to cut

short your hike (1.8 m1les) or eontmue strai ght onthe
south side of the creek.

y Sectlon 4(1.0 Mlles) Th1s isalovely stretch of trall
‘that prov1des the view of the creek on one side'and -
“some oak grassland restoratlon on the otherside. The
lafter portlon of this section is bordered on one 51de by
housmg F oIlowmg the pathway will lead you to”

Franklin Bivd. Turn fight to cross the bridge and | join- |
- another trail on the north 51de of the creek. '

Section 5 (0.9 mlles) “This section begins as aﬁtness .
. trail running paratlel with the creek. After about 0.5
~miles, you will begm Wallﬂng ona sidewalk tbrough a

very wide greenbelt that resembles a portion of the
park. You will soon return to the bridge. (This portion-
of the trail has been under recent construction.
Detours through the adjacent netghborhood can
provide altemattve routes.) .

- Arcade Creek (cont. .ﬁ‘am page .3)-7

two major branches of Highway 80. A major mall
(Sunrise Mall) is also located in the Arcade Creek
watershed. Arcade Creek discharges into the Natomas
East Main Drainage Canal, which discharges into the
Sacramento River,

We’re used to the annual ﬂoodmg ofAroade Creek ,
at Winding Way and Walnut Ave. atthe southend of

‘American River College, but this pastFeb. 13,2008 an - “
- unusual sewer main line break (possibly caused by - -
erosion from wet weather) resulted in 700,000 gallons

ofraw sewage being dumped into the creek'j Just

‘upstream above Garfield Avenue and a fine of -

$201,000. Chnstof Dobson from Sacramento County B
Sanitation said as far as they know thereisno

“environmental damage stemmmg from thie spill but sighs

were posted along the creek, teIhng people to stay

'away However, students from Mira Loma High School _
~_ (who have been monitoring Arcade Creek foryears as .
_ part of their Intematlonal Baccalaureate Program) -

noticed aquatic life was absent and thought it might have
been related to the chlorine that had been used to
“sanitize” the reach of the creek that had been
contaminated with the raw sewage. ]
As0f2002, no salmon or steelhead had been o

~ reported in Arcade Creek for over 20 years and it’s not .

likely that they would return due to the lack of suitable
habltat and summer low flows (Mike Healy, CA Fish & .
Game, 2002). However, during the 1997/1998 flood _

" seasomn, an adult salmon was seen in Arcade Creek
_(Sarah Ross, Board Member, UCC Saeramento), md

the Dry Creek example shows restoratlon can happen.

. ‘The lack-of suitable upstream habitat, intermittent flows -

and urban runoff inputs suggests that our efforts might -
best focus on improving rearing habitat in lower Arcade
Creek. As the map shows; anadromous fish must pass
Arcade Créek on théir way to Dry Creek, and these. fish
could benefit from the enhanced habitat. ‘ ~

Creek Watch was printed as a courtesy
by the County of Sacramento

4.
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Special Thanks to Our
Creek Week Sponsors

, Platinum
County of Sacramento » City of Sacramento » Radio
Disney AM 1470 « California Department of Water
Resources * Saoramento Area Flood Control Agency
« Sacramento Regional County Sanitation District
+ California Integrated Waste Management Board « City
of Folsom » Arcade Creek Recreation & Park District
» City of Citrus Heights « Sacramento Local
Conservation Corps » Jones & Stokes = California-
- American Water » A. Teichert & Son, Inc. » Bureau of
* Reclamation » Reclamation District, 1000« Amencan
~ River Flood Control Dlstrlct :

Gold

‘RMC Waterand Environment » Analyt1cal Environmental

Services » Water Forum » West Yost Associates
~ « Northwest Hydraulic Consultants » PBS&J
» Mission Qaks Recreation & Park District » Sunfise -
Recreation & Park District » Ayres Associates Herzog
_ Surglcal' HDR Engineering » MWH- Montgomery
- Watson Harza «URS » CH2MHill « Granlte _
Constructlon Company » Wildlands, Inc.e Fulton-El
’ Cammo Recréation & Park District » California Natlve
' Plant Society Cornflower Farms .
* Mead Hunt, Inc. * Togo’s

lever

: Sara Lee Bakery Group® Sacramento Shasta Chapter .‘
of The Wildlife Socicty « Raley’s & Bel Air « Kleinfelder

Bronze

o EDAW Carmlchael Recreatlon & Park District » MBK -

- Engineers * Regional W’tterAuthonty
» Hatch Mott MacDonald « ENTRIX Ine.

_ .Saeramento-YoIo Mosquito and Vector Control District

- Priceless Support From:
~° American River Parkwiy Foundation « Discovery
© Museum Science Center » Effie Yeaw Nature Center
Maharlika Lions Club » Rio Linda/Eilverta Rec & Park
- District * Southgate Rec & Park District » CSUS
- Américan Criminal Justice Association * Sacramento
Public Library * Keep California Beautifiil

Another Successful Creek Week
( cont. frdm page 1) '

Thousands of seedlings wete pulled, and an esnmated 7
million seeds were disposed of.

Volunteers came to the Celebratlon at the Discovery
Museum Science to celebrate their accomplishments.
We were honored to have Representative Doris Matsui
present the Junk and Gunk awards. Great family
entertainment from Radio Disney, fun activities,
barbeque, free museum admission and earth frlendly
extubits were enjoyed by all. :

This year, donor generosity put thé Saoramento

Urban Creeks Council in a position to initiate 4 mini-

grant program to empower teachers tq teach students
about their local creeks and the many’it)eneﬁts they
provide. The grants of up to $500 also provide incentive

to give students an outdoors, hands-on experience that
‘takes their learning to a more concrete and meaningful

level. We were pleaséd to support creek and wetland

-education programs that will be delivered to over 1,000
Sacramento County students from kmdergarten through
“highschool, o
The continued success of Cree Week is credited to -
“our loyal volunteers and sponsors. The direct beneﬁts of
- the clean-up and the numerouis beneﬁts that result from
- Creck Week’s student and general public education all

help to preserve and protect our urban creeks

Unusual (and the usual) Junk Found
Toy gun made out of Wood and duct tape; counterfeit
money - the irik ran; garage doot; ballet slipper; brokén

mirror; TV console dentures; sink; toyrocket tires, hub

caps garbage can hds shoppmg carts .
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. The Urban Creeks Councﬂ of Sacrarnento 18 dedrcated to protectmg and sharmg the S
abundant natural treasures that make up the extenswe creek systems of ourre gron B

i Asa member you erl recerve many benefits, 1nclud1ng our newsletter Creek Warch

.' To become a miember or renew your membersh1p, please fill out end mail the form below

} - to Sacraimento Urban Creeks Councrl 485 5 Hamrlton Street Sacramento CA 95841

SACRAMENTO .

YESl Iwant to help Sacramento S creeks Enclosed is my tax deducnble gift of:
S $10/Students e - $25/Regularrnembersh1p -d $40/Farmly Membershlp
[ 8100 S O %250 - ¢ [ Other

1 would liketobea mernber ofthe Sacrarnento Urban Creeks Couneil. .

o 'El:l I'm already a rnernber please aceept my donation and renewal,
Make check payable to:. Sacramento Urban Creeks Councﬂ

Name . L

Addre_s-:'s ) _7

- CityState,Zip - . . -~ T

"Phon‘e_ 7 - T o . Emall

Questrons" Call (916) 482 8377 Email: ucc@arcadecreekrecreatron com
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